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By Dee Dee Brinkman
Sticks & Picks Music Store is 

celebrating its first anniversary, 
despite being closed for three 
months due to the pandemic. The 
music store, which is located 
at 206 N. Washington (next to 
Alward’s), opened on Oct. 26, 
2019. The store is owned by 
Kevin and Christa Gamble, and 
carries all products pertaining to 
drums, guitars and parts for other 

musical instruments. They also do 
repairs on many instruments.

The Gambles have built a stage 
out back of the store and offer 
free concerts during the summer 
months. 

The slogan of the store is “play 
before you pay” so if someone in 
interested in an instrument they 
have the opportunity to try it out 
before they buy it, making sure it 
is a good fit.

If you get a chance, stop in 
and say hello. The store hours 
for Sticks & Picks are Tuesday – 
Saturday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Their 
phone number is 989-218-3250. 
The Gambles are very excited 
with their business and Christa 
would like to thank all of their 
customers and the community for 
supporting them during their first 
year.

Sticks & Picks Music Store celebrates  
first anniversary

Photo by Dee Dee Brinkman

By Dee Dee Brinkman
The Iosco Exploration Trail 

(IET) is dedicated to providing 
recreation opportunities in 
Iosco County by way of a non-
motorized pathway highlighting 
the many attractions, venues and 
natural beauty. The IET is part of 
the Iron Belle Trail that connects 
Belle Isle in Detroit to Ironwood 
Michigan. By connecting 
existing trails and strategically 
constructing designated phases 
the state of Michigan is working 
with local governments to make 
this plan a reality. At 774 

miles long, it is no easy task. 
The IET phase is 34 miles long 
connecting Oscoda/AuSable to 
Hale via the River Road Scenic 
Byway.

The IET is just completing 
Phase 1 of the project, from US 
23 (Mill Street Bridge) in Oscoda 
to Oscoda Community Schools. 
Phase 3 is in the process of being 
completely funded with plans to 
begin construction in the spring of 
2021 and completion set for the 
fall of 2021. Phase 3 extension 
1 will continue the trail from 

Iosco Exploration Trail update

See EXPLORATION TRAIL on Page 11 »

By Dee Dee Brinkman
A dinner honoring all veterans 

will be hosted by the American 
Legion Post 422 in Hale on 
Wednesday, Nov. 11. Dinner 
for all veterans will be free with 
family members being asked for 
a donation for their dinner.

A full dinner consisting of 
meat balls, mashed potatoes, 
vegetable, rolls and dessert 
will be offered from 5 - 7 p.m. 
or until food runs out. The 
American Legion is located at 
429 W. Main St. in Hale; their 
telephone number is 728-5055.

Veterans’ Day dinner  
set for Nov. 11

By Dee Dee Brinkman
The first annual Outlaw Truck 

or Treat Bog was held on Oct. 10 
at the Iosco County Fairgrounds 
in Hale. The family friendly 
one day event was sponsored by 
Outlaw Graphics owned by Ron 
and Kristie Heal and Jesse and 
Melissa McNicholl. 

As part of the “treat” portion, 
there were over 250 children in 
costume and over 25 participants 
providing candy. In addition, 
a costume contest was held 
with a boy and girl winner each 
receiving $100, which was 
sponsored by one of the mud 

boggers.
As part of the festivities there 

were races, free-style and open pit 
bogging. A Guinness World Book 
of Records was broken during 
the free-style jump with a Mega 
Truck, Wild Child, jumping 175 
feet, 1 inch, the old record being 
153 feet.

Saturday night was culminated 
with a large bonfire that was 
enjoyed by everyone. 

Next year’s schedule for one-
day family friendly events include 
a bog on May 1, and July 4, which 
will be a side by side and ATV 
Maximum Michigan Madness 

event, and the Halloween bog in 
October. Michigan Mud Jam will 
be a four-day event starting on 
Aug. 17. 

In addition, Outlaw Graphics is 
sponsoring a Christmas parade on 
Dec. 5. The parade will be in Hale 
from 5:30 to 6 p.m. with toys for 
every child. Anyone wishing to 
participate in the parade should 
contact Ron Heal at 989-329-
7407. For more information on 
all events see Facebook pages for 
Outlaw Graphics and Michigan 
Mud Jam. 

Outlaw Truck 
or Treat Bog 
entertains 
families
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BY aUtUmn SUnDBerg 
Hale HigH ScHool Student
Excitement rang through the 

halls of Hale High School when 
the students came back from the 
long Labor Day weekend. News 
of football being allowed had the 
football players pumped to begin 
their season again. With most 
athletes, they were concerned 
with playing with masks, but were 
willing to overcome this obstacle 
to be able to play.

  Junior Gage Kangas stated, 
“I think it is great to be playing 
again. Working through the mask 
requirement is difficult, but it lets 
us be on the field. We have a good 
team that is able to attack both 
offensively and defensively.”

Junior Kevin Kesler said, “We 
will have an amazing season this 
year. I was really down when 
football season was postponed, 
but super excited when the season 
came back in the fall.” 

Senior David Wanty added, 
“We are all excited to be playing. 
Our goal is to have a better season 
than last year’s.”

“I am excited to be able to play 
my senior year, Keaton Ludwig 
said. “ I feel great about this team. 
Everyone is ready to play and 
rock it out on the field.  We have 
a great team this year and want to 
go far with it.”

Football season is on
To keep you up to date, we 

approved the Gypsy Moth Special 
Assessment for this year on Oct. 
10, via a Zoom and in person 
public hearing. We had originally 
intended for the meeting to be 
a Zoom only, but with the State 
Supreme Court invalidating the 
executive orders since April 
30, which included the Open 
Meetings Act accommodations, 
we amended our local postings to 
include in-person attendance. It 
gets complicated to stay current 
with the changes that keep 
coming. The state just reinstated 
the OMA accommodations 
which became effective late 
last week, many days after our 
public hearing that we could not 
reschedule without missing the 
ability to get this on the winter tax 
bill.  In any event we are planning 
to bill this winter, barring any 
other challenges, and treat in the 
spring. The consultant was in the 
area surveying the egg masses for 
their report later this winter. We 
will post the report on our website 
when it becomes available.

There are so many other issues 
to talk about, but at this time only 
two seem of importance:

• Don’t forget to VOTE - exert 
your right and express your view 
at a poll near you.

• I know that we are tired of this 
pandemic and all that comes with 
it, but hang on a little longer, there 
appears to be an end in sight. 
What that end looks like (vaccine, 
treatment, etc.) may vary but one 
none the less. We have put up a 
good fight too long to let it get the 
better of us in the final stretches. 
Contrary to what anyone tells 
you, we are all in this together, 
regardless of our differences.

As always, we are here for 
you. We have been called for 
everything from a misaligned 
volleyball net to a lost animal; 
an angry neighbor to one asking 
us to check on an elderly one; 
a broken window to a broken 
promise allowing access. Where 
we cannot always solve your 

problems, we do try and find 
help. Our offices and the library 
are open from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Monday through Friday or we 
can be reached at 728-2811 in our 
office or 728-4086 for the library 
or 989-984-7073 on my cell.   

We will continue to maintain 
the services to our residents that 
you have come to expect.  If we 
see a needed change, we will 
work to ensure that it has as 
minimal effect on our residents 
as possible. Just remember, there 
will be changes. We will attempt 
to keep them to a minimum but 
changes will occur. One change 
you will see is that a facemask 
will be required in the offices 
for now if you go beyond the 
plexiglass office partitions or 
travel down the hall to another 
office. We will also require 
social distancing to protect our 
employees. Please abide by these 
requirements as they are for our 
protection. These are no different 
than having to wear a shirt and 
shoes in a restaurant. We ask 
for your tolerance. This is not a 
political statement and we ask that 
you not engage our employees 
in this debate as it is not their 
responsibility. If you choose not 
to wear a mask then we still are 
available by phone and email 
to allow you to conduct your 
business. All bills can be paid 
over the internet or by using the 
outside dropbox at the entrance 
and all questions, permits and 
documents can be obtained and 
submitted the same way. Thank 
you.

Last but not least, be safe and 
be smart. Thank you for your 
tolerance. Make decisions today 
that you can be proud of in the 
future. 

 As always if you ever have any 
questions, comments or concerns 
regarding our community, please 
contact me. I am in the office 
Monday – Friday 7:30 a.m. – 4 
p.m. at 728-2811 or my cell 
at 989-984-7073 or by email 
supervisor@plainfieldtwpmi.com. 

Oscoda Community Schools to 
Foote Village (Rea Road) with an 
estimated cost of $1,581,392 to 
complete. Extension 2 of Phase 3 
will continue the trail from Foote 
Village to the entrance of Old 
Orchard Park with an estimated 
cost to complete of $948,508. The 
total estimated cost for Phase 3 
(both extensions) is $2,529,900.

The trail is designed to 
encourage outdoor enthusiasts and 
provide a way for more natural 
enjoyment by providing a way 
for more natural enjoyment by 
tourists of our local communities’ 
beauty that are part of the Iron 
Belle Trail. Connecting Hale, 
Oscoda and AuSable Townships 
with a safe dedicated trail will 
create an even more vibrant, 
active community that will 
enhance outdoor experiences, 
draw people to the area and be a 
source of economic stimulus and 
growth for years to come. 

The continuing collaboration 
between Oscoda, AuSable 
And Plainfield Townships, in 
conjunction with the support 
from the US Forest Service and 
Consumers Energy, have been 
a large part of this project’s 
success. Other organizations and 
community stakeholders have 
been involved over the last seven 
years and along with this core 
group have been dedicated and 
relentless in their plan to make 
this trail a reality. 

A ground breaking ceremony 
is being planned for Phase 1 
but details and timing were not 
available at this time. Information 
will be on the IET website as 
it becomes available. A similar 
ceremony was held at Loon Lake 
Park in Hale in September 2018 
as part of Phase 2 of the IET 
which was completed in 2019. 

The IET is a 501(c)(3) non-
profit organization which ensures 

long-term success by fundraising 
and investing into an annuity for 
long-term maintenance of trails 
when needed. 

The funding for the project 
comes from public grants, 
Michigan Natural Resources Trust 
Fund, MDOT, US Forest Service, 
non-profits, foundations and 
fundraising by the community. 
As part of the fundraising efforts, 
the IET will be participating in 
the Giving Tuesday event on line 
which occurs on the Tuesday 
following Black Friday (Dec. 1). 
Details for supporting the IET 
through Giving Tuesday will be 
available on the website starting 
Nov. 18.

For more information and maps 
of the project visit the website, 
ioscoexplorationtrail.org or 
contact Fred Lewis, IET Chair, at 
989-984-7073.

Exploration Trail
«  Continued from page 10

Ongoing
Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday - Bingo 12:30 p.m. 
Hale Resource Center. Call 
728-4251.

Monday-Friday – Cornhole 
games 9:30 a.m. At the Hale 
Resource Center. Call 728-
4251.

Wednesdays - X-live, Hale 
Baptist Church Youth 
Group 6 p.m. Faith, food 

and fun. Sixth through 12th 
graders. Call 728-3821.

Wednesdays – (Second of 
each month) Sunrise Side 
Beekeepers, 7 p.m. at Eagle 
Pointe Plaza in Hale. Anyone 
interested in honeybees is 
welcome. Call Gail 734-775-
3703.

November
11 - Ceremony for all 
veterans 11 a.m. at the 

American Legion Post 422 
in Hale. Hosted by the VFW 
honoring all veterans. Call 
728-5055.

11 – Veteran’s Day Dinner 
5-7 p.m. at the American 
Legion Post in Hale. Call 728-
5055.

26 – Thanksgiving Day 
free dinner to all, delivery to 
home-bound. Sponsored by 
the American Legion Post in 
Hale. Call 728-5055.

HALE HAPPENINGS
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The following articles and pictures were written and submitted by students at Hale High School.

BY claUDia caDWell 
Hale HigH ScHool Student
Hale High School student 

body is excited to announce its 
2020-21 Student Council. While 
this year will be quite different, 
members are excited to have 
the opportunity to get students 
involved and plan exciting 
events. Students are participating 
in a variety of class events to 
help bring school spirit together 
after a long break from being in 
school. Participants will help earn 
points for their class.

“I’m looking forward to another 
year as student council advisor. 
We have a great group of students 
who are willing to be creative and 
think outside the box during this 
pandemic! There is a lot more 
planning that will need to go into 
our traditional activities to ensure 
student safety this year,” said Erin 
Grove. 

Student Council Officers 2020-
2021

Advisor - Erin Grove
Student Council Executive 

Board:
President: Madison Hollenbeck
Vice President: Claudia 

Cadwell
Treasurer: Abigail Parkinson
Secretary: Morgan Vance
Ninth grade, Advisor - Mrs. 

Ready  
President: Erica Bernard 
Vice President: Felicity Hicks
Treasurer: Isabella Stephens
Tenth grade, Advisor - Ms. 

Canda 
President: Chloe Bernard

Vice President: Kaitlyn Hollis
Eleventh grade, Advisor - Mrs. 

Nieman  
President: Anna Temple 
Vice President: Abigail 

Parkinson  
Treasurer: Gage Kangas 
Secretary: Kiya Teachout
Twelfth grade, Advisors - Mrs. 

Nieman and Ms. Fitch
President: Claudia Cadwell
Vice President: Madison 

Hollenbeck 
Treasurer: Morgan Vance

Hale Student Council  
welcomes students back

Executive board members of Hale High School student council are 
(l-r) Claudia Cadwell, Morgan Vance, Abigail Parkinson, and Madison 
Hollenbeck.

BY morgan Vance
Hale HigH ScHool Student
The Lady Eagles took the win 

in Rogers City on Thursday, 
Sept. 17. The game went into 
four games after the Eagles lost 
the second match to the Hurons 
(25-14, 21-25, 25-20, 25-16). The 
girls struggled a bit throughout 
the game letting Roger City trail 

ahead, but the Eagles picked up 
their heads and aimed for the win.  
Claudia Cadwell had the most 
points with 17, Morgan Vance had 
13, and Abigail Parkinson had 
10. Madison Hubbs and Morgan 
Vance led the team in defense. 
Abigail Parkinson, Kaylee 
Collins, and Madison Hubbs had 
the most kills for the night.

Hale High School  
varsity volleyball

Morgan Vance going for an attack during the volleyball game against 
Rogers City.

BY aBigail ParkinSon
Hale HigH ScHool Student
The JV volleyball team opened 

its season with a tournament in 
Oscoda. Although they did not 
win, the team did learn many 
things and is improving very 
well. On Sept. 15, the JVs hosted 
Charlton Heston Academy 
and came up with a solid win. 
They worked together as a team 

throughout the evening. 
Sept. 17, this young team took 

on the Rogers City Hurons for 
its first league match of the year. 
They were not able to come 
out on top, but once again used 
the opportunity to improve on 
teamwork and learning the game. 
Keep an eye out for this future 
team, they have the drive to 
succeed.

JV volleyball

The JV team comes together after a play.

BY gage kangaS anD 
maDiSon HollenBeck

Hale HigH ScHool StudentS
Tuesday, Sept. 15, was 

International Dot Day. 
International Dot Day is a global 
celebration of creativity, courage 
and collaboration. The elementary 
teachers at Hale Area Schools 
wanted to celebrate. Each of the 
teachers had their students do 
something different. For example, 
Mrs. Dodridge had her fifth 
and sixth graders do dot-to-dot 
pictures and Mrs. Bernard had 
her fourth graders design a dot of 
things that represent themselves. 

The high school teachers also 
had their seventh through 12th 

graders learn about dot day. For 
example, Ms. Rinn had all of her 
students make a graph picture. 
The students and staff members 
were able to dress up and wear 

their favorite dot outfits. The 
lesson of the day was that you 
can create anything and make 
anything possible with just a dot 
for inspiration.

Hale Area Schools celebrates  
International Dot Day

Hale Area Schools’ first grade students created bar graphs using 
m&m’s during a Dot Day activity.


